
yavapaifirewise●org 
PRESCOTT AREA WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE COMMISSION

Q3 2015 Report

Organization Objectives

New Firewise   ©   Communities
The Executive Board set a Commission goal of five new Firewise Communities by year's end.  High Valley 
Ranch has submitted their certification paperwork to Arizona State Forestry Division (ASFD) and the National 
Fire Protection Association.  We still need four more communities to submit paperwork in order to achieve our 
goal.  We are looking to the communities of Granite Oaks, Prescott Lakes and Cliff Rose to make substantial 
strides forward in the last quarter.

All 2014 certified Firewise Communities should be submitting re-certification paperwork by November.

Next quarter we are in the beginning stages of planning a door hanger day and town hall meeting for residents of
the Idylwild area of Prescott.  If current members have neighboring communities that could use a community risk
assessment, please help us contact the influencers within that community.  Think in terms of communities toward
the south and west.

Marketing and Public Relations 
PAWUIC's 25th Anniversary was recognized through both City and County proclamations which will be on display
at our next regularly scheduled meeting.  The recognition also extended to the U.S. Congress and that document
will be conferred to us by Penny Pew, District Director for Congressman Gosar, at our December 3 meeting.

Members of the County Board of Supervisors received the first examples of the new yavapaifirewise●org
automobile decals.  PAWUIC members will receive decals for their vehicles at the next monthly meeting.  The 
introduction of the new logotype is intended to bring the PAWUIC into the 21st Century, graphically, and provide a
“handle” that is easier for the general public to remember.  This is particularly important as we expand our 
fundraising efforts outside of the grant arena and towards the public sector including businesses.

The website, yavapaifirewise●org will take you directly to PAWUICAZ.org  PAWUIC has a twenty-five year 
history and reputation which is why the PAWUIC acronym and full name appear along with the new logotype.

These static cling decals can be removed (for car washing) and re-applied without damaging the decal or leaving
behind an adhesive residue like regular bumper stickers.
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Need more for your vehicles?  Just let Lois know.  Help us get the word out.

Senator Drive-In Billboard
Jane Orr, Prescott High School Alumni Association, generously offered to periodically post Firewise messages 
on the billboard, when they do not have paying customer announcements.  The sign is located on Senator 
Highway just north of the Haisley Road intersection.  They will be doing this as a community service.

Should you like to have your personal message on the Senator Drive-In Billboard and support the Prescott High 
School Alumni Association simultaneously write to driveinsign@yahoo.com

Renewed Participation
In addition to Bruce Olson, Fuels Specialist for the Bureau of Land Management we will be getting regular 
updates from Shawn Jackson, Prevention and Mitigation Specialist for BLM beginning with our December 
meeting.  Amber Tyson, Environmental Director, for the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe will be re-engaging with 
PAWUIC periodically as our meeting times change to the later hour in December.

Addressing Issues Raised by Membership – Operational Survey Results
The Operational Survey conducted in the 2nd Quarter indicated that 79% of the respondents wanted a guest 
speaker added to each monthly meeting.  We added a speaker to the agenda in March.  We are looking for 
suggestions on speakers and timely subjects.

While nearly half of the respondents requested big screen visual material, lack of equipment at our current 
facility and lack of available funds for purchasing such equipment hinders fulfillment of this request at the time.  
Nearly half of the respondents also asked for a question and answer forum or breakout sessions following the 
meeting which we have only begun to address.

Solving the lack of coffee issue and bringing the room up to temperature in the winter months addressed a 
number of respondents' concerns. 

We have significantly increased our coverage in the local press and with the new yavapaifirewise●org 
campaign.  We are beginning to increase community awareness of PAWUIC and its mission which was also 
raised in the survey.

Finance

Financial Recap
Q3 Non Grant Income $  2,007
Q3 Grant Reimbursements $28,257

Q3 Operational Expense $  6,020
Q3 Grant Mitigation Expenses $  3,339
Q3 Grant Distributions $24,825

Fundraising 
Each Firewise Community has been asked to sell 150 raffle tickets for a chance to ride in a Prescott Fire 
Department engine with six friends or family in the Annual Christmas Parade on December 5.  The purpose of 
using our Firewise Communities is two fold: first to raise money; but equally important to meet new people and to
introduce them to the concept of the fire-adapted community and encourage them to volunteer to help us in our 
mission.

The sales have been somewhat disappointing to date.  However, we have covered our expenses and have 
generated public “buzz” throughout the community.  Hopefully when the final dollars are counted we will have a 
firm basis for continuing this raffle into the future.  Thanks to Chief Light and the City of Prescott for their support 
for the Christmas Parade Ride-Along.
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Raffle tickets can be purchased by phone through our PAWUIC office at (928)277-8032.  Our office hours are 
Tuesday-Thursday from 10am-3pm or in person at 1700 N. Iron Springs Rd.  

Along the way we heard from many folks that the reason they would not buy raffle tickets is because their 
children were all grown or their grandchildren lived away from Prescott.  We formed a relationship with Yavapai 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters to place their names on the raffle stubs of our supporters without young 
children/grandschildren giving YBBBS a greater opportunity to win the raffle.  Thanks to Christine Clouse, 
President and CEO of YBBBS for agreeing to work with us.

Interagency Support

Arizona State Forestry Division
Work began in earnest this past quarter in Williamson Valley Corridor and around Granite Oaks as a part of the 
joint project with Yavapai County and Arizona State Forestry Division (ASFD).  The County introduced 
probationer crews for hand thinning and work along roadways while ASFD is beginning the due diligence 
process necessary to begin work along the State Trust Land boundaries with Granite Oaks.

ASFD grant specialist, Josh Hudson participated in a July tour of fuels mitigation projects under the current 
WFHF grant.  Having his advice and counsel, while a project is underway, is very valuable to both ASFD and 
PAWUIC.  This teamwork helps insure that the work performed is in accordance with our grant agreement.

Prescott Fire Department
The department has provisionally received $50,000 in grant money under Title III to continue providing curbside 
chipping services through the Community Risk Reduction Division.

Yavapai County
Following the presentation of the  County's Proclamation of September 8, 2015 recognizing PAWUIC for its 
twenty-five years of services to the community, Bob Betts delivered an update to the Supervisors highlighting the
depth of the partnership between the PAWUIC members and the County.  That presentation will be delivered to 
the broader PAWUIC membership at the November meeting.

The County is also offering assistance for fuels mitigation with hand thinning projects through the use of adult 
probationers.  Contact Van Parson, Community Restitution Coordinator at 928-583-1172 or your district 
Supervisor for more information.  Thanks to the County Board of Supervisors for their continuing efforts to make 
Yavapai County safe for all of us.

The County solicited applications for $330,000 in Title III funds to carry out activities under the Firewise 
Communities program to provide to homeowners in fire-sensitive ecosystems education on, and assistance 
with implementing, techniques in home siting, construction and landscaping that can increase the protection of 
people and property from wildfires.  The following organizations in addition to PAWUIC submitted applications: 
Camp Verde Fire District; Cathedral Pine; Crown King; Hidden Valley; Highland Pine; Iron Springs; Jerome Fire 
District; Mountain Club; Ponderosa Park; Prescott Fire Department; Rancho Vista Hills; Timberridge; Walker; 
Williamson Valley Fire District; Vista del Cerro; and Yavapai Hills.

Yavapai County Office of Emergency Management (YOEM) under the direction of Denny Foulk engaged with 
PAWUIC and two of its Firewise Communities, Prescott Skyline and Hassayampa, to work towards an 
agreement for an additional emergency evacuation route.  Discussions are ongoing.

Prescott National Forest
PAWUIC officers held a meeting with members of the Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project and the Flagstaff 
Fire Department's Wildland Fire Management team in July to better understand Flagstaff's efforts with a 
municipal bond financing the mitigation of hazardous fuels within the Coconino National Forest bordering the 
city.  

The Schultz fire of 2010 was followed by flooding that imperiled the Flagstaff drinking water reservoirs.  More 
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information can be found at flagstaffwaterprotection.org 

Ben DeBlois, PNF, is responsible for examining the state of the watersheds in the Prescott basin.  As a result a 
meeting with DeBlois and Sarah Tomsky, PNF District Ranger, we will be undertaking an effort to pull together 
the various organizations around Prescott like the Citizens Water Advisory Board and Prescott Creeks 
organization to form a new task force on Watershed Protection and Management.

Task Force

Understanding Homeowner Mitigation Behavior
PAWUIC passed a motion to create a new Task Force to be jointly headed by Past Chairman, Jerry Borgelt and 
ASU doctoral candidate, Eric Steffey.  In depth interviews will be conducted in a number of Prescott basin 
communities in an attempt to determine common characteristics of those homeowners that actively participate in
fuels mitigation and those who do not.  The task force will periodically report to the membership on its progress 
and preliminary findings leading to a profile that can be used to guide us and others in determining the effort 
necessary to create and maintain Firewise Communities.

Legislative Issues

State  :
There appears to be no active legislation critical to PAWUIC's mission in the current session.

Federal  :
H.R.1009 Wildfire Prevention Act of 2015 (various amendments) authorizing FEMA to award mitigation financial 
assistance in certain areas affected by wildfires.  Status: In Committee – House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure.

H.R.3025 Wildfire Airspace Protection Act of 2015 amends the federal criminal code to prohibit knowingly 
launching a drone near a wildfire threatening U.S. property that recklessly interferes with fighting the fire. Makes 
it a defense to a prosecution for such offense that the drone was launched by a firefighter or other public safety 
officer acting in the course of official duty.  Status: In Committee – House Committee on the Judiciary, 
subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

H.R.695 Healthy Forest Management and Wildfire Prevention Act declares that the bark beetle epidemic, 
drought, and deteriorating forest health conditions on National Forest System land and public lands, with the 
resulting imminent risk of devastating wildfires, is an imminent threat within the meaning of roadless area 
management regulations applicable to a state. Allows a state governor or the Department of Agriculture, with 
respect the National Forest System, or the Department of the Interior, with respect to public lands, to designate 
high-risk areas of the national forests and public lands in the state for purposes of addressing: (1) deteriorating 
forest health conditions due to the bark beetle epidemic or drought, with the resulting imminent risk of 
devastating wildfires; and (2) the future risk of insect infestations or disease outbreaks through preventative 
treatments to improve forest health conditions. Excludes wilderness areas and national monuments from 
designation as high-risk areas. Establishes a 20-year period for such high-risk area designation. Allows a 
governor or the department concerned, upon designation of a high-risk area, to provide for the development of 
proposed emergency hazardous fuels reduction projects for the area. Applies the administrative and judicial 
review processes of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003, with modifications, to such projects. Amends 
the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 to extend the duration of contracts to perform services to achieve 
land management goals for national forests and public lands that meet local and rural community needs.  Status:
In Committee – House Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Federal Lands.

S.235 Wildfire Disaster Funding Act of 2015 contains similar language as H.R. 167 but covers FY2016-2025 and
includes provisions for the President's budget to include the average cost for wildfire suppression over the 
previous ten years.  Sponsor Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) Status: In Committee: Committee on the Budget.
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S. 508 Sen. McCain and Sen. Flake have a similar bill called the FLAME Act Amendments of 2015 (reintroduced 
from the preceding session).  It calls for full funding of wildland firefighting budgets with an increase in resources 
for forest restoration programs.  This bill provides land managers the tools needed to invest in hazardous fuels 
reduction and disease treatment. Sponsor Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) Status: In Committee - referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

Grant Activity
The following grants have been awarded to PAWUIC through the Arizona State Forestry Division with funds from
the USDA Forest Service.

Wildland Fire Hazardous Fuels Grant Program 2014 – Q3 2015 Progress
This grant program administered through PAWUIC is from the USDA Forest Service and the Arizona State
Forestry Division.  This grant targets remediation and fuels mitigation in: Ponderosa Park; Prescott Summit; and 
Walker; with a reserve of acreage for new communities in the beginning stages of Firewise certification.

TOTALS MITIGATION EFFORTS TO DATE:
Acres: 42.22 Treated with 82.78 remaining 33.8%
Federal Funds Used: $72,751.08 40.7%
In Kind Match: 833.2 Hrs = $14,996.70            233.1%
Volunteer Hours: 1,034.97 Hrs = $18,629.46
Total Trees Removed: 482

WFHF 2015 Application 
A grant request for $197,655 was approved to provide fuels mitigation assistance for: Yavapai Hills; Iron Springs;
Prescott Skyline; Lynx Mountain Estates; Dewey-Humboldt; Blue Hills; Williamson Valley Corridor; and Granite 
Oaks among others.  This is a 90/10 grant; the overall project is worth $217,000

Secure Rural Schools Act – Title III 2015-2016
PAWUIC submitted two grant applications: 1)Hazardous fuels reduction; and 2)Education for homeowners.  The 
first was tentatively awarded $13,500 and the second application to staff and operate a traveling education trailer
was rejected.  Currently awards are in the 45-day public comment period.  Confirmation of awards is expected in
November.

Interesting Reading from NFPA
Pathways for Building Fire Spread at the Wildland Urban Interface
Author: Michael J. Gollner, Raquel Hakes, Sara Canton, and Kyle Kohler, Univ. of Maryland

Foreword
Fires in the WUI communities are a rapidly growing problem in the US. The last 15 years contains six of this 

century’s top ten most damaging U.S. single fire events; all of these events occurred in WUI 
communities. Over 46 million homes in 70,000 communities are at risk of WUI fires (Bailey, 2013). Since
2000, over 38,000 homes have been lost to WUI fires in the U.S.

There are many potential pathways for wildland fires to ignite buildings within the WUI. These pathways 
(including both fire and ember exposure) depend on the characteristics of the wildland (e.g., fuels, terrain, 
weather, etc.), the characteristics of the community (e.g., construction materials, building designs, housing 
density, landscaping, etc.), and the characteristics of the interface (e.g., separation distance, physical barriers, 
extent of perimeter, etc.).

NFPA Standard 1144, Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards from Wildland Fire, and NFPA 1141, 
Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development in Wildland, Rural, and Suburban Areas, 
address hazards to structures at the wildland interface and appropriate mitigation measures (NFPA, 2013; 2012).
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Understanding the pathways above and their contribution to fire risk will help inform future editions of these 
NFPA standards.

The goal of this project is to identify pathways for fire spread at the wildland urban interface and identify gaps in 
information to inform prevention and protection strategies. The Research Foundation expresses gratitude to the 
report author Michael Gollner and his research team at the University of Maryland. Likewise, appreciation is 
expressed to the Project Technical Panelists and all others who contributed to this research effort for their on-
going guidance. Special thanks are expressed to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) for providing 
the funding for this project.

http://www.nfpa.org/research/fire-protection-research-foundation/projects-reports-and-proceedings/for-
emergency-responders/fire-prevention-and-administration/pathways-for-building-fire-spread-at-the-wildland-
urban-interface

FINAL THOUGHTS FROM THE COMMISSION'S OFFICERS

This year the Departments of Insurance in California, Colorado and Texas have approved filings by USAA to give
homeowners insurance discounts to USAA members living in communities recognized by the Firewise 
Communities/USAÀ® program.  We have prepared a letter to USAA CEO, Stuart Parker to help us approach the 
Arizona Department of Insurance in order to offer similar discounts for the 60+ Firewise communities throughout 
Arizona (of which 33 are in the Prescott Basin and Crown King).  It is our intent to expand this letter-writing 
campaign to other insurance companies whose consumers are not just US armed services related.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Betts, Chairman Shirley Howell, Treasurer
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