4 PAWUIC Minutes November 2016


Prescott Area 

Wildland/Urban Interface Commission 

Minutes
November 3, 2016

Participants:
Jim Buchanan, Lois Hoskinson, Bob Betts, Julia Bernal, Eric Steffey, Paul Mazade, Al West, George Sheats, Lou Burrell, Bill Brye, Darrell Anderson, Russell Lafayette, Mary Ann Clark, John Beddow, Victoria Wendt, Ken Karkula, Loren Bykerk, Jerry Borgelt, Ron Sauntman, Neil Cooperrider, Sue Tone, Steven Brown, Marsha Collier, Russ Shumate, Michael Orr, Isiah, Keeme, Matt Neal, Wes Overson, Dennis Light, Craig Brown, Roger Swenson, Betsy Bykerk, Ben Roe, Ben De Blois, Rick Chase, James Robbins, Thomas Yssel, Jeff Phillips, Paul Scrivens, Bill Fields, Leigh Cosby 
Recorder:
Seleatha Mendibles

1. Call to Order/Introductions
Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members and guests were made. 

2. Chairman's Remarks
USAA renewal notices with discounts reflected are being received.

Haisley Homestead has a new Firewise banner hanging on the tennis court fence. 

Plans are proceeding nicely for Team Rubicon's service project and sawyer training in Prescott.  Many thanks to Betsy and Loren Bykerk for giving them access to some heavy timber work in Walker.  Betsy is working with American Red Cross to supply cots for the Teams to utilize at the rodeo grounds November 17-20.  The American Red Cross will also be tying this weekend into their smoke detector replacement program.  Team Rubicon will also be creating defensible space for a retired, disabled police officer and veteran in the Lynx Lake area. Also, thank you to the board and management of Prescott Frontier Days for use of the rodeo grounds.  Chief Light and Pete Gordon have also assisted in the logistics for accommodating this group of 35 volunteers.

Unfortunately, we will not be conducting our raffle for the Christmas Parade Ride-Along this year because we were unable to reach the area PTOs and PTAs that we were hoping to enlist in allowing us to sell tickets at their events.

As you may recall we received a grant from the AZ Community Foundation for $2,700 to purchase tools and supervise the creation of defensible space for the elderly and disabled. We only had one volunteer that stepped forward to help, so we are respectfully returning the grant funds to the Foundation.

3. Approval of Minutes
Minutes were approved.

4. Financial Report- Treasurer’s Report
October 1, 2016 Beginning Bank Balance

$
 31,186.61

Total Deposits





$
   5,922.97

Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits



$
 37,109.58

Debits/Expenses




$
 17,263.41

Ending Bank Balance




$
 31,186.61

Pending Expense Balance



$
 -

Checkbook Balance as of October 31


$
 31,186.61

Title III Monies 2015




$
   4,564.70

Title III Monies 2016




$
   6,750.00

Actual Operational Monies



$
   7,650.04

5. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues

AZ Department of Forestry and Fire Management- Two probation crews are working on the Walker and Oro Flame projects. Both should be finished by Monday. Will need to do some pile burning. Will be working in Yavapai Hills and some additional state and private lands near Yarnell. Crews will also work in the Dewey area on a 115 acre mastication project. 
Central AZ Fire and Medical Authority- Completed 5 property assessments and continue to work with Dewey/Humboldt on becoming a recognized Firewise Community. Completed work on the “example” Firewise property and will assist homeowners with chipping. 
Prescott FD- Working on mitigation projects in Prescott Lakes, then moving to Willow Lake for a restoration project. Archaeological surveys are pending for a project near Goldwater Lake. 
Office of Emergency Management- There has been extensive mitigation work happening throughout the county. It’s important to stay vigilant as the potential for fire is still out there. 
Prescott NF- Timber/Forestry: Completed 277 acres of hand thinning in the Willow Creek Watershed adjacent to Highland Pines and Dearing Park. Also completed 136 acres of hand thinning in the Banning Creek Watershed located near Goldwater Lake and Groom Creek. Fire and fuels are working on a 250 acre hand thinning project in the vicinity of Spence Basin/Emmanuel Pines Camp. 

Fuels: Completed another 200 acre unit near Ponderosa Park.  There are no more burns planned around Ponderosa Park. Completed about 800 acres in the Payoff Rx burn which is located below Maverick Mountain and also completed about 500 acres around Horse Camp off Senator Hwy.  Upcoming projects include, 900 acre prescribed burn along Walker Rd. starting near Costco and working south toward Walker, weather permitting. A 400 acre Rx burn planned near Spruce Mtn. Rd. and possible pile burning. A big thank you to everyone for helping put together the Joint Chiefs’ report. The numbers, figures, and photos are critical for helping us compete for additional funds. 
Uof A Cooperative Extension -The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, Yavapai County has been receiving reports of Colorado blue spruce trees displaying symptoms of needle loss. There has been a local rumor circulating that a "fungus" has been identified in relation to these symptoms. Cooperative Extension is not aware of any fungal or other disease causing these symptoms. We have looked for symptoms of needle cast and other diseases without success. Cooperative Extension has been noting these symptoms on Colorado blue spruces in the Prescott area over the last four or more years. These trees are usually on dry sites and often have gravel mulch present. However, improper planting and inadequate irrigation have been noted on many sites. A few of these trees have died as symptoms progressed from the lower crown upward. Most trees that I have examined this year seem perfectly healthy but are displaying normal needle drop (see Colorado State University Extension Publication 2123: Needle Browning of Evergreens, http://www.ext.colostate.edu/ptlk/2123.html). As many people are aware, evergreen leaves are meant to last for several years and it takes a lot of energy to replace dead growth. The above referenced publication indicates that Colorado spruce needles often persist for 8-10 years. Many of the trees I’ve examined were of this age and were probably noticeably dropping old needles for the first time. Some of the trees also lost entire branches where they were shaded by the canopy. I believe that environmental factors are the most likely cause of this condition. Blue spruce grows best at elevations of 8,000 feet or so. The literature says they grow best under cool, moist conditions. In my opinion, it is too hot here to plant them in full sun with all day exposure under inadequate irrigation. As many will remember, this summer was very hot with a long dry spell in June and July before regular monsoon precipitation became more frequent. The best practices for maintaining healthy Colorado Blue spruce trees in the Prescott area is to adequately irrigate them with a soaker hose at the drip line during drought periods. In addition, do not apply fertilizers unless nutrient deficiency symptoms are present as this will encourage excessive growth and increase irrigation demand. Master Gardener volunteers are available to discuss plant health and pest questions at our office: University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, Yavapai County, 840 Rodeo Dr. #C, Prescott, AZ, Monday- Friday between 9 am and noon and 1 and 4 pm. They can be reached by calling 928-445-6590 ext. 222.
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors-Nothing to report at this time. 
Firewise Communities

Dewey/Humboldt- Thanks to Rick Chase and Shirley Howell for assistance in obtaining Title III grants. Currently working on assisting residents to pay for abatement by adding it as a budget line item. 
Wildwood- Successfully mitigated another acre. Before and after pictures are available. 
Timberridge- Will assist in setting up the meeting room for the December meeting. 
Ponderosa Park- Many thanks to all the crews who participated in completing the fuel break near Bill Field’s property. Lots of great coordination. 
6. Old Business

Grant Updates 
WFHF 15-206, $57,000 remains on this grant.
WFHF 14-208, $142,000 remains on this grant. 
WFHF 2016, in the final contract stage. Grant amount is $160,000. Materials for Blue Hills have been turned in.  
SFA 2017, submitted for education caravan. Haven’t heard back yet. 
Title III, Dewey- Humboldt application is with AZ State Forestry for approval. Will mitigate two properties in the Blue Hills area to showcase to property owners what a Firewise property will look like. 

7. New Business

Raffle- Bob Betts won the 50/50 raffle and returned all proceeds to PAWUIC. 
Elections for 2017 Officers- Several people have stepped up declaring interest in becoming an officer, but more are needed.  We are hoping not be forced into a lottery like we are doing for the assistance with the monthly set up.  Please see any of the officers following this meeting if you are willing to throw your hat in the ring or know of someone in your community who may have the capabilities to help us with finance, fundraising, grants.  The current officers will remain in their positions until a February election.  We hope to have a slate of candidates by the December meeting.  Anyone wanting to help vet these candidates but not run for office please see Bob after the meeting as well. 

Guest Speaker- Eric Steffey, “Final Report on Hazardous Fuels Mitigation Study” 
Eric shared a brief overview of the problem and his methods for collecting data. His results included sample and response rate, respondent demographics, descriptive statistics, model results, and sample differences. Effective wildfire suppression has been a challenge due to incremental changes over time, and an increase of people moving in the WUI. Direct issues include unhealthy forests and puts people at risk of the wildfire’s impact. 

Another problem identified is that not all homeowners take action or see a reason to. The study delved into reasons why people thought this way. Belief systems such as behavioral, injunctive, descriptive, and control were reviewed and compiled. Groups in HOA neighborhoods and non HOA neighborhoods were queried and revealed a distinct difference in thinking. Factors such as age and gender were also considered. 

Promoting wildfire mitigation is the ultimate goal and programs going forward should center on improving homeowner’s beliefs regarding wildfire. Some strategies include outreach, media sources, HOA meeting presentations, promotion of city services, and local contractor information. 

In conclusion, Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) was shown to be a valid theory. Intentions to mitigate wildfire risk was influenced by attitudes in HOAs and subjective norms in non- HOAs. Perceived behavioral control has a direct impact on actual mitigation action in HOAs. The study also identified areas of focus in promoting adoption of mitigation actions by homeowners. 

Many thanks to everyone who participated and assisted in this study. Eric will present/defend his dissertation next Tuesday. A final report will be available in December. 

Biomass workshop follows today’s meeting. 

Adjournment at 9:10 a.m. 
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 1, 2016 at 8:00 a.m.

