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Prescott Area  
Wildland/Urban Interface Commission  

Minutes 
March 2, 2017 

Participants: Bob Betts, Lois Hoskinson, James Robbins, Denny Foulk, Ron Sauntman, David Bowden, 
Shawn Thorson, Ben Roe, Paul Mazade, Marty Borgelt, Jerry Borgelt, Chris Henrie, Melvin Hunter Sr., 
Barbara Lucas, Darrell Anderson, Victoria Wendt, Craig Brown, Patrice Russell, Rich Van Demark, Ken 
Murray, Leigh Cosby, Ron Chilston, Ric Nargie, Justin Haynes, Meghan Taylor-Gebler, Douglas 
Taylor-Gebler, Paul Scrivens, Andie Smith, Rick Chase, Marty Trembly, C Silverton, Dennis Light, Mati 
Rowntree, Jim Buchanan, Greg Lamontague, Christie Hamman, Russ Shumate, Toni L. Yowell, Julia 
Bernal, Roger Swenson, Sarah Tomsky, Marsha Collier, Marty Zythowski, Shirley Howell, Ken Karkula, 
Mary Ann Clark, Bill Baye, Belinda Taylor, George Sheats, Will McKinley, Al West, Russ Lafayette, Thomas 
Yssel, Dustin Sciacca, Earl Carpenter, John Beddow, James Young, Weston Overson, Matt Neal, Neil 
Cooperrider, Aaron Hulburd, Cindi Miner, Jeff Phillips, Don Devendorf, J.D. Greenberg, Betty Higgins  

Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles 
 

1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members and guests were made.  

 
2. Chairman's Remarks 

Senator Flake has been urging the Department of the Interior to continue hiring BLM seasonal 
fire personnel in spite of the Executive Order to halt federal hiring.  Can other agencies update 
us as to whether they are affected by the hiring freeze so we can mount an information 
campaign to our legislative leaders? 
Beginning next month, PAWUIC will begin encouraging members to support the .75% sales tax 
increase in Prescott. It’s important to obtain all facts and information regarding this increase. 
We will be provided with the rationale for its passage and a clear picture and timeframe for the 
negative impact of not taking action. While this may be an issue that could only affect 1% of 
Prescott population annually, nobody wants to be that 1%.  
May 6 is wildfire preparedness day.  NFPA has a mapping application for communities to list 
their preparedness day events.  I encourage any of our communities to add their activities to the 
map.  Check out Faith Berry's blog at community.nfpa.org/community/fire-break/blog 
(Applications for $500 grants from State Farm are due tomorrow, March 3) 
USAA added Utah and New Mexico to its states where recognized Firewise Communities are 
eligible for homeowner premium discounts.  Early this month as we toured the completed work 
on the Oro Flame Mine fuel break, owner Bill Fields reported that he had just been dropped by 
his insurance carrier.  USAA was in touch with Bill within a day to see if they could help. Greg is 
waiting on additional information prior to being able to assist with this issue.  
The Arizona Wildfire and Incident Command Academy is again offering the Public Information 
Officer (S-203) course in Prescott. Register here to participate as role players during their 
simulations.  http://www.azwildfireacademy.org/index.html   About 20 role players are needed 
to assure a successful exercise. The course has a great cadre of instructors and attracts a diverse 
group of students from the wildfire/public safety community across the state and the west. 
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When: Thursday March 16, 2017, 8:00 - 11:00am  
What: Assume the role of a person interacting with the student PIO teams. Your 
name/identity/script/schedule is provided. Roles can be embellished with your acting skills.... for 
example... the parent whose kid is missing in the wildfire area, the pushy reporter, the 
congressional aide who insists the congressman get a helicopter tour. Some inputs are by 
phone, some are in person. The class is divided into 4 student teams working in separate rooms, 
so your brief performance is repeated 4 times.  
Where: King Building (#72), central computer classroom, Embry-Riddle University Campus. 
Arrive a few minutes early to park in lots B, C, D, E, F and walk up the hill to the King Building. 
Look for S-203 signs. 
March 13 a memorial service is being held for Everett Warnock at Trinity Presbyterian Church on 
Park Avenue in Prescott.  Service is at 11am.  His family has asked that in lieu of flowers they 
named PAWUIC as one of three institutions to receive contributions.  
Many thanks to Manzanita Village for accepting the Foothills Challenge and donating $5 per lot 
to PAWUIC.  
 
Teresa Chase, Forest Supervisor from the Prescott National Forest, gave Bob Betts the Wildfire 
Mitigation Award. This award is the highest national commendation for innovation and 
leadership displayed by individuals committed to wildfire mitigation and is sponsored by the 
National Association of State Foresters, the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), the 
National Fire Protection Association and the USDA Forest Service. As a volunteer and leader, Bob 
has poured his heart and soul into making PAWUIC the highly effective organization it is today.  
 
Bob accepted this prestigious award on behalf of PAWUIC and its many volunteers over the 
years who have worked and given freely of their time to advance the important mission of 
PAWUIC. He also recognized Shirley Howell who led PAWUIC through some extremely trying 
times early on. In his acceptance speech, Bob also spoke about the early founders of PAWUIC 
and their ability to be innovative, proactive and a model for other organizations to follow.  
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
February 2017 minutes were approved.  
 

4. Financial Report- Treasurer’s Report 
February 1, 2017 Beginning Bank Balance $  13,538.28 
Total Deposits $    1,616.25 
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits $  42,563.25 
Debits/Expenses $    6,570.74 
Ending Bank Balance $    8,583.95 
Pending Expense Balance $  22,083.95 
Checkbook Balance as of February 28 $  22,083.95 
Title III Monies 2016 $    9,664.70 
AZ Community Foundation Grant $    2,700.00 
Actual Operational Monies $    9,719.25 
 

5. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues 
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AZ Department of Forestry and Fire Management- Crews are working on a 40 acre fuel break in 
Yavapai Hills and another 6 acres in Crown King. Working on an agreement for mitigation work 
in Diamond Valley and another agreement for brush crush work in Dewey.  
Bureau of Indian Affairs- Working on 103 acres of pile burning.  
Central Arizona Fire and Medical Authority- Crews are preparing for the upcoming fire season 
and have hired 3 firefighters. Did 3 property assessments and presented at a meeting in 
Williamson Valley.  
Prescott FD- Finished a project in Prescott Lakes. Crews will move on to Groom Creek and then 
to Goldwater lake. Also working on writing grants for additional projects.  
Jerome FD- Last year 803 loads were delivered to the burn pile, with 1788 citizen man hours 
dedicated to mitigation work. The Adult Probation crews contributed 1011 hours as well, with 
43 burn permits issued. More than 50 residents received firewise assistance and grants continue 
to keep crews busy. Work continues to reduce fire load piles on the sides of mountains in the 
community.  
Office of Emergency Management- Many thanks to PNF for nominating Bob for the award. 
PAWUIC has seen a growth of 18% over the last 5 years. Wildland Fuels Mitigation Conference is 
scheduled for April 20. The Basin Ops drill is scheduled for April 13-14. They will be conducting a 
live burn so there will be smoke in the air those days. Will also be conducting a camp 
evacuation, with the Red Cross participating. Emergency Management will also participate in the 
Expo.  
Prescott NF- Timber- The Amulet timber sale along Walker Road is still ongoing and moving 
quickly. Weather permitting, work will continue at a steady pace. Expect to continue to see 
logging trucks for the next couple of months. Schoolhouse timber sale is currently being marked. 
Marking is more than half way finished. Spence Basin is being completed in house. The project is 
75 acres and is about 30% complete. Work will be halted to prevent beetle outbreak and will 
start back up in the late summer to fall. 
 Fuels- Crews are focused on pile burning on Spruce Mountain and Oak Knoll over the next 10 
days. PNF will also be participating in the Basin Ops drill. An engine is stationed at Mayer fire 
station during the winter. During the summer it will return to Crown King. The Forest Service 
received an exemption to hire seasonal fire work force and the PNF is close to being fully 
staffed.  
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors – Congratulations to Bob and the PAWUIC board for the 
award. There has been an incredible amount of growth in Yavapai County. The Wildfire Academy 
has over 700 firefighters enrolled.  
Firewise Communities 
Foothills- Congratulations to Bob.  
High Valley Ranch- Wanted to know when fuels mitigation work will begin in the area. PNF 
answered, later in the fall.  
Dewey/Humboldt- Will introduce the concept of becoming firewise at an upcoming 
neighborhood watch meeting.  
Yavapai Hills- State crew is about 80-90% finished with a 45 acre common area project. Spring 
chipper day is scheduled for early April. About 95 residents participated in the fall event, more 
are expected to participate.  
Ranch at Prescott- Interested to know when the next assessor training is expected to be 
scheduled. Info to come.  
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Old Senator Highway/Juniper Heights- Firewise meeting is scheduled for Saturday. PNF and AZ 
State Forestry is expected to attend.  
 
 
 
 

6. Old Business- Howell 
Grant Updates  
WFHF 14-208, will close on 10/31. Let Lois know by 3/31 if you’re unable to complete projected 
work so the money can be reallocated.  
SFA 2017, The Yavapai County proposal ranked well in the western competition and funding is 
expected in late spring or early summer.  

 
7. New Business- Betts 

Wildfire Expo- Lois Hoskinson 
The Expo is scheduled for Saturday 4/22 from 10-3. The location has moved to Cortez Street 
between Goodwin and Montezuma due to the new regulations set by the Prescott Downtown 
Partnership for public use of the courthouse square. PAWUIC will again partner with the Open 
Space Alliance and participate in Earth Day activities. Volunteers are still needed for organization 
of the event, set up and take down of the booth, and manning the PAWUIC booth. Please bring 
your firewise boards to the office or to the next PAWUIC meeting. If you are a newer firewise 
community and need assistance with creating a board, please contact Lois. Agencies, please 
provide vehicle sizing information to Lois.  
Raffle, Set up Drawing- Jerry Borgelt won the 50/50 raffle and returned all proceeds to PAWUIC. 
Iron Springs was selected to assist with set-up.  

 
8. Adjournment at 9:08 a.m.  

 
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 6 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 


