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Prescott Area  
Wildland/Urban Interface Commission  

Minutes 
February 4, 2016 

 
Participants: Lois Hoskinson, Shirley Howell, Bob Betts, Denny Foulk, Ron Sauntman, Ben De Blois, KC 
Yowell, John Beddow, Andie Smith, Julia Bernal, James Howe, Ken Murray, Mary Conner, Bill Brye, 
Chelsea Welton, Paul Beck, Shawn Jackson, Bob Sisley, Cal Willahan, Kirk Weber, Jim Buchannan, Cheri 
Ditto, Jack Smith, Cynthia Gentle, John Alden, Sarah Tomsky, Ken Karkula, Mary Ann Clark, Jeff Phillips, 
Marty Zythowski, Roger Swenson, Michael Orr, Leigh Cosby, Russell Lafayette, Marsha Collier, Marshall 
Cazaly, Dennis Light, Marques Munis, Martin Trembly, Al West, Earl Carpenter, Art Mandel, Ginny 
Shugars, Sue Unverricht, JD Greenberg, Mike Brockert, Yvonne Brendecke, Roger Brendecke, Sue Tone, 
Jerry Borgelt,  Jeff Whitney, Betty Higgins, Loren Bykerk, Bill Fields, Ron Chilston  
 
Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles 
 

1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Meeting was called to order. 

 
2. Chairman's Remarks 
Executive Board Summary- 
A reserve account was established for future expenses to further PAWUIC’s goals and mission. The 
fund was started with the proceeds from the PFD ride along raffle monies that PFD returned to 
PAWUIC as a donation. 
 
The board established a nondiscrimination policy required by Arizona Community Foundation. 
PAWUIC will be joining the Alliance of AZ Non Profits. This gives PAWUIC access to a larger grant         
database in order to broaden our base of funding to sources other than the federal government. 
 
Approved altering structure/policies/procedures.  Members 1yr terms were eliminated and replaced 
with perpetual membership.  Also the requirement to be dropped from membership after three 
missed meeting was eliminated.  
 
Established task force on assessor training and continuing education on which Marsha Collier will be 
the lead. 

 
Recognition of Financial Support  
While the raffle proceeds fell short of the initial goal, many good things and donations have come in 
for PAWUIC. There was the anonymous donation of the projector and portable screen, Frontier Days 
provides the meeting room for free, PFD generously donated their portion of proceeds from the 
raffle, PNF provides a note taker, and many other contributions. The Foothills Property Owners 
Association board donated $5 per lot to PAWUIC for a total of $410. They have also challenged the 
other Firewise communities to do the same.  While not all contributions are in the form of money, 
all are greatly appreciated.  
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

December 2015 minutes were approved. 
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4. Financial Report- Voted on and approved by Commission. 

 Treasurer’s Report 
December 1, 2015 Beginning Bank Balance  $  19,272.12 
Total Deposits      $    7,000.00 
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits    $  26,272.12 
Debits/Expenses     $    2,213.07 
Ending Bank Balance     $  24,059.05 
Pending Balance     $       300.00  
Checkbook Balance as of December 31   $  23,759.05 
Title III Monies 2015     $    9,106.30 
Title III Monies 2016     $    6,750.00 
Actual Operational Monies    $    7,902.75 
 
 
January 1, 2016 Beginning Bank Balance   $  24,059.05 
Total Deposits      $  15,790.40 
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits    $  39,849.45 
Debits/Expenses     $  16,003.04 
Ending Bank Balance     $  23,846.41 
Pending Balance     $    -  
Checkbook Balance as of January 29    $  23,846.30 
Title III Monies 2015     $    9,106.30 
Title III Monies 2016     $    6,750.00 
Actual Operational Monies    $    7,990.11 

 
5. Agency and Community Activity Reports 

AZ State Forestry/Forest Health- The crews have finished their work in the Dewey area and are 
currently working in Yavapai Hills. They are also working on a 400 acre mastication project in 
Granite Oaks. Russ Shumate, Northwest District manager for Arizona State Forestry, presented 
the Prescott Lakes community with their Firewise plaque as they recently completed all the 
requirements to become a firewise community. This makes 29 firewise communities in the 
Prescott area alone. Russ also shared an invite to the 2016 Arizona Wildland-Urban Interface 
and Firewise Summit to be held in Phoenix, AZ on April 1-2, 2016. Registration is open and is 
free to all. This is an opportunity to network with fire managers, firewise program managers and 
the public. https://azsf.az.gov/newsroom/current-events   
Forest Health Bob Celaya recently released his latest forest health conditions report. The focus 
is on the thriving presence of the non-native invasive plants and the spread of pinyon needle 
scale along with other infestations. He also reports that due to El Nino, we may see a great deal 
of tree damage. Check the PAWUIC website for additional reference material related to this 
report.  
BLM- The crew is working on a fuel break project in Yarnell. They are doing preliminary work in 
the Skull Valley area. The Veteran’s crew will come on at the end of the month and will be 
available to work on private land, BLM and AZ State lands. Shawn Jackson will be meeting with 
Shirley after the meeting to discuss how to assist communities interested in working within the 
new WFHF grant. 
Central AZ Fire and Medical Authority- The merger with CYFD and Chino Valley Fire will be final 
in July, and they will transition to the new name then. The crews completed 8 assessments in 
January and 9 new assessments are scheduled. A new assessor will start in April. Chipper days 

https://azsf.az.gov/newsroom/current-events
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will only be available during Firewise days. Andie Smith met with the community leaders in the 
area of Dewey/Humboldt last week. They are very interested and excited about starting the 
Firewise process in the area.  
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) - Currently working on a project with AZ State 
Forestry in Granite Oaks. They are in talks with Yavapai Tribe regarding a joint project with 
PAWUIC and the PNF.  
Jerome Fire- Received a 25,000 grant for mitigation work. Half was released and about 400 man 
hours have been charged since January. The Firewise board will be meeting at the end of the 
month, with a firewise day scheduled for 4/30/16. Their primary area of work will be in the 
Gulch area just before the switchbacks start.  
PFD- Crews have been working on a fuel break at ERAU using mastication. Chip jobs are being 
done on Thursdays. Please call (928) 777-1733 to schedule or if there are questions. The firewise 
assessor course scheduled in April is already full, but check the website to see if additional 
courses are added. Chief Light addressed concerns expressed over the recent need for brown 
outs at the PFD stations. A brownout occurs when there are only two firefighters available to 
man a station instead of the three required to operate a fire engine. This is due to financial 
challenges within the City budget. There are efforts pending to remedy these issues and have 
already passed through the Senate. All the area fire departments are working together to create 
a work around to continue to effectively serve the community. As always, Chief Light is available 
to answer any additional questions.  
PNF- Timber- Oak Knoll Fuel Break- The contractor finished approximately 90 acres (about half) 
of the 180 acre fuel break before getting snowed out. The contractor should return in the spring. 
Fire personnel have thinned approximately 15 acres around the Highland Center for Natural 
History, which included some riparian habitat restoration. This work is being funded by a RAC 
grant. We submitted numerous proposals for competitive funds, so we are hoping to have some 
good news by the end of February.  
Fuels- The crews have been taking advantage of the weather and burning piles in the Prescott 
area. A mastication project up Senator Highway began about two weeks ago, with 80 of the 500 
acres completed.  
Firewise Communities- 
Foothills- Issued a challenge to other communities to donate $5 per lot to PAWUIC.  
Hidden Valley- Received a gift from PAWUIC for selling the most raffle tickets. 
Wildwood- During the 3 years of being a Firewise community, they have donated 225 volunteer 
hours. This is another way to further the cause of PAWUIC. 
Yavapai Board of Supervisors/Emergency Management- Denny Foulk, Yavapai County Office of 
Emergency Management, spoke glowingly about the great coordination and partnerships with 
the various agencies and PAWUIC through the Joint Chiefs’ project and in general. A new 
hazardous fuels grant is available. Applications are due soon. Supervisor Brown reminded the 
group of the availability of the Probationers crews. They are available to do mitigation work 
within the community. They continue to work on clean up along Williamson Valley Road.  

 
1. Old Business 

Grant Updates- 
WFHF 15-208, the first submission is being prepared now.  
WFHF 14-206, another submission for reimbursement went out in January. Prep work is being 
done for the next submission. Please contact Shirley or Lois ASAP if you feel you will be unable 
to use all your allotted acres or monies, as there is a process to transfer to another community.  
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2. New Business 
New WFHE grant- This is a 90/10 grant. Applications are due to AZ State Forestry by 3/4/16, but 
to Shirley and Lois by 2/22/16. PAWUIC is writing the grant. This grant is for first time mitigation 
work only. Please contact Shirley or Lois with questions.  
Motion to fill one of the two open at large spots on the Executive Board- The commission 
voted for Shirley Howell to fill one of the open positions. 
Committee Reports/Task Force- 
Mitigation Study, Eric Steffey  
Nothing to report this month. 
 
Watershed Management, Ben De Blois/Jim Buchannan 
Nothing to report this month. 
 
Wildfire Expo 2016, Leigh Cosby/Lois Hoskinson 
The Expo will be in conjunction with Earth Day again this year and is scheduled for 4/23/16 
betweem 10am and 4pm. Requests for volunteers and assistance will come via email instead of 
having several meetings. There will also be a request for agency liaisons to provide assistance 
with tables and chairs. Communities, please bring your Firewise boards to the March meeting. If 
you are a newer community, Leigh and Lois are available to assist with creating one.  
 

Guest Speaker- Jeff Whitney, State Forester- AZ State Forestry 
Jeff Whitney has more than 40 years of professional experience in forestry and fire prevention. His 
background as a National Type I Incident Commander is integral to the health of our forests and the 
safety of our communities. The majority of his experience comes from his work with the US Forest 
Service, where he started as a seasonal firefighter.  
 
He believes strongly in the “All hands, all lands” approach to forestry. Public and private partnerships 
are essential to our efforts to protect and enhance ecosystem services and protect our soil, water and 
air.  He is thankful for PAWUIC and the strong leadership it demonstrations in the effort to strength the 
health of our forests and the safety of surrounding communities.  
 
The mission of AZ State Forestry is to manage and reduce wildfire risk to Arizona’s people, communities, 
and wildland areas. They provide forest resource stewardship through strategic implementation of 
forest health policies and cooperative forestry assistance programs. The State Forester is designated as 
the fiscal agent of the state of AZ and may furnish technical advice to the people of the state on forestry 
matters. He is also the Governor’s authorized representation to declare a wildland fire emergency. The 
State Forester may enter in cooperative agreements with other state and federal agencies, departments 
and political subdivisions.  
 
Jeff shared a brief history of fire, speaking about the Great Fire of 1910, Gifford Pinchot, and the 
creation of the US Forest Service with Theodore Roosevelt. He also shared about the National Cohesive 
Wildland Fire Management Strategy. The goal is to make meaningful progress towards resilient 
landscapes, fire adapted communities, and safe and effective wildfire response.  
 
For additional information and a more in depth narrative, please refer to the PAWUIC website to view a 
copy of today’s PowerPoint. Jeff can be contacted at (602) 771-1400 or via email at 
jeffwhitney@azsf.gov.  
 

mailto:jeffwhitney@azsf.gov
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Adjournment at 9:45 a.m.  
 
Members Forum – Review of the Joint Chiefs' Restoration Partnership Project  
Sarah Tomsky, Bradshaw District Ranger and Ben DeBlois, Forester reviewed the intended restoration 
and mitigation work adjacent to member communities.  Input from the communities will help PNF set 
their priorities for projects this year under this program. 
 
 Note: Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 3, 2016 at 8:00 a.m.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


