
Prescott Area  
Wildland/Urban Interface Commission  

Minutes 
August 3, 2017 

Participants: Linda Swenson, Roger Swenson, Jim Zimmerman, John Harris, Ted Ralston, Denny Foulk, 

Richard Hall, Mike Orr, Jerry Borgelt, Marty Borgelt, Russell LaFayette, Barbara Lucas, Bob Betts, Dawn 

Salceto, Will McKinley, Craig Brown, James Robbins, Bill Brye, Richard Poulton, Patrice Russell, Darrell 

Anderson, Loren Bykerk, Mary Ann Clark, Marsha Collier, Ric Nargie, Paul Scrivens, Dr. Richard Collison, 

John Beddow, Mary Havercamp, Rick Chase, Matt Neal, Weston Overson, Sarah Tomsky, Al West, Larry 

Gray, Bill Swahlen, J.D. Greenberg, Denise Shipley, Bill Fields, Marty Trembly, Steve Lombardo, Don 

Devendorf, George Sheats, Jeff Phillips, Linda Wisker, Thomas Yssel, Chuck Silveira, Marty Zytkowski, 

Meghan Taylor-Gebler, Douglas Taylor-Gebler, Leigh Cosby, Christie Hamman, Ruth Norris, Ginny 

Shugars, Belinda Taylor, Lois Hoskinson, Ken Murray, Wm Hartley, Ron Chilston, Vickie Wendt, Lou 

Burrell, Ted Everett, Miles Graybill, Paul Mazade, Dennis Light, Judy Egan, Jeff Schalau, Ben Roe, Ken 

Karkula, Jim Buchanan, Marques Munis, Isiah Keene, Collin Phipps, Daniel Martinez, Betty Higgins, Dee 

Dee Moore, Aaron Hulburd, Jake Guadiana, David Bowden 

Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles 

1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members and guests were made.  

 
2. Chairman's Remarks 

 Goodwin fire - The Goodwin fire is out but the fear is fresh.  28.5k acres and $14.5m later the 

fear was palpable at the July firewise meeting in Dewey-Humboldt.  This time the town hall was 

filled to capacity for Vicky Wendt's monthly meeting.  Some of these folks in attendance found 

out what it means to be red tagged.  We are all thankful to the more than 1000 fire personnel 

that brought the fire under control.  There are also some special mentions for mitigation work 

done before the fire. AZ DFFM's fuel break and the PNF's work on their side of the fence that 

helped to keep the fire out of Blue Hills.  In the advancing fire BLM readied a bulldozer to cut a 

second point of egress out of Blue Hills across BLM land.  Let’s give our first responders along 

with Yavapai County Emergency Management, the local Red Cross, and the good neighbors of 

Yavapai County that made donations and brought out their horse trailers a round of applause. 

 Hyde fire – great article in the July 17 Courier by Max Efrein with comments by PNF fire staff 

officer, Pete Gordon.  This controlled fire ignited by lightening is at 18k acres according to 

INCIWEB, is providing an excellent living example of fire having a role in restoring our forests to 

a healthy condition.  According to the article the boundary for the fire is set for 63k acres, is that 

correct?  Those of us familiar with the cost of hand-thinning know that at $1,000/acre there is a 

lot of work being done by mother nature here that would have otherwise cost a lot of taxpayer 

dollars to mitigate the hazardous fuels.  Please share this concept with your neighbors. 

 Firewise USA program-the NFPA program formerly known as Firewise Communities USA has 

changed to Firewise USA.  Communities are now referred to as sites. This helps to distinguish 

this program from the Fire Adapted Communities program which is a learning network by the 

NFPA in which PAWUIC is one of the learning hubs in Arizona.  The change was also made 



according to NFPA officials to underscore that a “community” can be as small as you and your 

neighbor, thus the origin of the “site” designation. 

 Resignation/exec board nominating-Dear friends and colleagues, 

Serving PAWUIC as its chairperson over the last three years has been the capstone of my time 
living in Prescott.  I am passionate about what we do in conjunction with our participating 
agencies and governments to protect the lives and properties across Yavapai County. 

I am proud to have represented this organization through the reinvigoration of our mission and 
the re-energizing of the people who make it happen day in and day out. 

Accepting a national mitigation award kept our unique positioning on the map and in the minds 
of the Firewise effort across the U.S. 

From having Timber Ridge become one of the initially recognized Firewise communities in 2002 
through PAWUIC’s 25th anniversary and beyond, it has been rewarding to shepherd this jewel of 
an organization. 

We, together, have developed exemplary relationships with our communities and agencies that 
is founded on mutual respect and collaborative efforts to achieve PAWUIC’s mission. 

I am grateful for the cooperation from our elected officials who have supported us in many ways 
over the years.  From doing favors, to granting funds, to publicly recognizing PAWUIC’s 
contribution and importance to this thriving community. 

I cannot apologize for what may have appeared to be relentless panhandling for contributions 
from our Firewise sites in exchange for the services and funds that PAWUIC provides, nor do I 
intend to stop.  In fact, as your past chairperson I would like to expand our fundraising effort to 
the larger community that we jointly stand to protect.  Business support, bequests and perhaps 
a foundation to collect and disburse funds to assure PAWUIC’s continuance into the future. 

I have asked the executive board to actively pursue and proffer my replacement at the October 
5 meeting.  We simply cannot allow for a lapse in the leadership like we had prior to my election 
in 2014.  The new leadership will have the support of a team including myself, Jerry Borgelt as 
chairperson emeritus and Shirley Howell, as a director at large.  We will split the tasks of the 
chairperson across the new chairperson and the three of us. 

I am stepping out of the day to day operations in order to afford myself some time to address a 
health issue. 

Finally, as the city ballots are being delivered and our primary is August 29, I am urging each of 
you to show your support for this city and our first responders by voting yes on proposition 443.  
We have a debt that will only grow larger should we do nothing and wait for our state legislators 
to “fix” the problem with the unfunded PSPRS liability.  Surely, we can afford three quarters of a 
cent to avoid returning to the days when fire stations had to be “browned out” and both police 
and fire hiring was frozen.   Response times suffer.  Lives may be jeopardized for what?  Three 
quarters of a cent?  

Thank you all. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
Minutes for the June 1, 2017 meeting were approved.  
 



4. Financial Report- Treasurer’s Report 
Reports were deferred until the next meeting. 

 
5. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues 

AZ Department of Forestry and Fire Management- Working on brush crushing in Mayer.  DOC 
crews when available will be working on hand thinning in Prescott Skyline, Walker and Big Bug.  
Planning to create a fuel break on north end of Pinon Oaks. 
Central Arizona Fire and Medical Authority- Assessment work is continuing in Williamson 
Valley, Dewey-Humboldt and Lynx Mountain Estates. 
Prescott FD- Fuels mitigation crews are working Groom Creek trail and at Goldwater Lake with 
Prescott National Forest.  To be scheduled for chipper service within the City of Prescott call 
777-1733. 
Office of Emergency Management- Denny's office is coordinating the disaster assistance 
following the Goodwin Fire.  During the evacuations equine housing was set up at the rodeo 
grounds.  Work will be conducted to unify fire restrictions across municipal, county, and state 
agencies in September/October. 
NRCS- Marques introduced Skull Valley rancher Dawn Salceto as a member of the Conservation 
District.   NRCS will be providing emergency funding for restoration work following the Goodwin 
Fire.  They are moving forward in late fall on the Forest Stewardship program called Project 
Andrew in cooperation with AZ DFFM.  NRCS is also working towards the fuel break project 
along the Doce fire zone in Williamson Valley within the Sundown Community. 
Prescott NF- The Schoolhouse Timber sales of product is scheduled for August 16 with work 
projected for later this fall and into 2018. It includes 695 acres south of Hidden Valley from 
Senator Highway to White Spar.  The semi-annual fuels mitigation workshop will be conducted 
in September or October to coordinate all agencies work in fuels mitigation through 2018 and 
beyond.  PAWUIC will represent the Firewise sites across the county 
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors- Supervisor Craig Brown announced that the county 
would extend the free slash disposal through August at all county transfer stations.  Attending 
the first Firewise Day for Pinon Oaks.  The county will be cooperating with PAWUIC and AZ DFFM 
to create a fuel break on state trust lands abutting Pinon Oaks. 
Jerome FD- Of all the grant and Title III monies received, all but $1000 of the original $8000 has 
been spent on mitigation work.  
 
Firewise Communities 
Dewey-Humboldt- Vickie Wendt reported increased enthusiasm from other subdivisions 
regarding becoming Firewise sites following the Goodwin fire.  The town has formalized a 
process by which residents will receive a full reimbursement in advance for defensible space 
work.  This is intended to reduce the financial constraint of individuals in waiting for 
reimbursements processed through the state grant process.  They are creating a new water 
reserve for use by CAFMA. 
 

6. Old Business-  
Grant Updates  
WFHF 15-208 - We have been granted an extension through 12-31-2017 for this grant in order 
to reallocate mitigation funds for Jerome, a fuel break for Pinon Oaks on its northern boundary 
with state lands and a restoration of funding for Prescott Skyline. 
WFHF 2016 - Reimbursements are being processed.  



SFA 2017 - This year PAWUIC and the AZ Dept. of Forest and Fire Management were granted 
funds to build and staff a mobile Firewise learning center.  The learning center will travel 
throughout Yavapai County making presentations and demonstrating the effectiveness of 
becoming firewise.  There will be a limited number of mitigation acres available on a 50/50 basis 
to induce new Firewise sites. 

 
7. New Business- Betts 

Officer nomination-Introducing Linda Wisker, a former seasonal and now full time Prescott 
resident of Hidden Valley. Linda is a proposal manager for Orbital Sciences Corporation in 
Chandler.  Ms. Wisker holds an MBA from Indiana University and a bachelor degree in electrical 
engineering from Kettering University.  Bob Betts moved that we elect Ms. Wisker to the 
position of treasurer.  Seconded by Craig Brown. Moved by acclamation. 
 
Bylaw changes-Items to be changed are 1) page #3moving from quarterly to annual reporting of 
the commission's activities and progress; 2) page #5 correction of the name of the Arizona 
Department of Forestry and Fire Management; 3) page #5 introducing the position of 
chairperson emeritus – intended to not lose contributors like Jerry Borgelt as I assume the role 
of past chairperson; 4) page #7 role responsibilities for past and emeritus positions; 5) page #7 
renaming designated grant maker to development director and his/her role; 6) page #8 inserting 
new title into sections to be changed.  Moved by Betts, seconded by Borgelt.  Moved by 
acclamation. 

 
Raffle - $50 was collected.  Manzanita Village will assist with set up for the next PAWUIC 
meeting. 
 
Firewise Assessment Training- There is a sign-up sheet, but it is already full. A stand-by sheet is 
available for sign-ups. Training will be in mid-October.  

  
8. Presentation-Prescott Fire Department demonstrated the response to a 911 paramedic call and 

how it requires a minimum of three firefighters. The demonstration showed the necessity of 
having at least one Paramedic and an engine with all of the tools necessary to stabilize a victim 
prior to transport by LifeLine ambulance.  The rigors of CPR were demonstrated and 
underscored the need for at least three firefighters to move the patient and administer CPR.  
Don Devendorf, Division Chief emphasized the importance of calling 911 if you are experiencing 
cardiac distress.  Do not wait. 

    
9. Adjournment at 9:21 a.m.  

 
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3 at 8:00 a.m. Subsequently 
moved to 9/14/2017 due to scheduling conflict with Yavapai County Fair. 
 

 
 

 


