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Prescott Area  
Wildland/Urban Interface Commission  

Minutes 
April 7, 2016 

Participants: Lois Hoskinson, Mike Franklin, Hugh Vallely, Paul Scrivens, Ben De Blois, Patrice Russell, 
Ken Murray, Mike Brockert, Fritz Mueller, Jerry Borgelt, Cynthia Gentle, Linn Lisbona, Jim Poore, Marty 
Zythowski, Bob Celaya, Jeff Phillips, Dennis Light, Al West, Judy Egan, Ken Karkula, Marty Trembly, Earl 
Carpenter, Andie Smith, Marsha Collier, Denny Foulk, Russell Lafayette, Lou Burrell, George Sheats, Paul 
Mazade, Betty Higgins, Jim Buchanan, Darrell Anderson, Kirk Weber, Larry Gray, Mary Ann Clark, Cody 
Kennedy, Bill Brye, Robert Brendecke, Yvonne Brendecke, Ben Tuttle, Shirley Howell, Don Devendorf, 
Ron Chilston, Craig Brown, Rick Chase, Cindi Miner, Chelsea Walton, Sarah Tomsky, Loren Bykerk, Bill 
Fields, Bob Betts  
 
Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles 
 

1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members were made. 

 
2. Chairman's Remarks 

Chino Valley District Ranger Jim Gilsdorf was laid to rest on 3/9/16. He had a long and 
distinguished career with the Forest Service. The commission recognized his passing with a 
moment of silence.  
Quail Hollow accepted the $5 per lot challenge from Foothills and presented PAWUIC with a 
check. 
USAA since February 15 provides discounts for homeowners who are part of a firewise 
community.   USAA representatives will be joining PAWUIC at the 2016 Wildfire Expo. A resident 
of Vista del Cerro reported that his Farmer's Insurance agent offered a discount as well.  
Vista del Cerro provided Bob with a gift certificate as a way to say thank you for taking time to 
speak at their annual firewise meeting. The gift certificate along with Darrell Anderson’s boot 
fire dog will be auctioned off at next month’s meeting.  
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
March 2016 minutes were approved. 
 

4. Financial Report- Voted on and approved by Commission. 

 Treasurer’s Report 
March 1, 2016 Beginning Bank Balance   $  22,032.18 
Total Deposits      $  25,299.61 
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits    $  23,930.94 
Debits/Expenses     $    3,380.99 
Ending Bank Balance     $  22,032.18 
Pending Balance     $  21,678.18 
Checkbook Balance as of March 31   $  22,272.62 
Title III Monies 2015     $    9,106.30 
Title III Monies 2016     $    6,750.00 
Actual Operational Monies    $    6,416.32 

 



 

 

 
5. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues 

AZ State Forestry/Forest Health- In Williamson Valley there are a great deal of unhatched 
pinyon needle scale.  Bob Celaya will be checking out other sites in the Prescott basin. There is 
space in the upcoming forest health workshops.  
Bureau of Land Management- Fuels management specialist Josh Tibbets is moving on for a new 
position in Colorado. A mastication project is in process with about 150 acres completed near 
Mayer. Should be complete in May.  
Central AZ Fire and Medical Authority- Did 25 property assessments over the last month. 
Receiving lots of calls from the Dewey and Williamson Valley areas. Crew is in the process of red 
card training and will be available within the next few weeks.  
Jerome FD- A firewise community day is scheduled on 4/30 from 10-3. Jerome is not quite a 
firewise community, but the process is moving along. The adult probation crew is diligently 
working on brush clearing and have clocked thousands of hours. There are currently 38 
applications for firewise mitigation assistance work.  
Williamson Valley FD- There have been 6 chipper days from private homeowners and the adult 
probation crew is busy in this area too. They are focused on clearing along the roadways.  
Prescott FD- Project at ERAU will be completed on 3/31. There are several requests for 
assessments and chipping, but only two crew members. Hoping to hire additional help soon. 
Prescott National Forest- In forest health, contracts have been awarded for 700 acres of work. 
Most areas were identified by PAWUIC. Ben reiterated the importance of taking photos of work 
completed, as they help when applying for additional funding. In fire, there have been 3 fires 
recently. They have been kept to one acre or less and were all human caused. Temp hires start 
this week. Additional resources will eventually be staged in the Prescott area, but there is still 
hope for more moisture to help keep fire danger low. The basin ops drill is scheduled on 4/15-
16. This is training for all agencies and will include a live fire drill, conditions permitting. A VIP 
tour will be on Friday, all are welcome.  
Mayer FD- Asked for assistance in spreading the word of PAWUIC and the importance of 
becoming firewise to their community.  
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors/YCOEM- Supervisor Brown spoke of the importance of 
wrapping chains on vehicles when traveling. Dragging chains can cause sparks along the road. 
The adult probation crews will continue working along the roadways and are also available for 
slash clean up. A hand thinning project in Ponderosa Park along the Indian Creek will begin with 
State crews on 4/20. Free slash drop-off starts on 4/11 and runs through 6/11 at all County solid 
waste transfer stations.  
Firewise Communities 
Yavapai Hills- Had the first of two chipper days a couple of weeks ago, with 84 homeowners 
participating. That is double the response from last year. A private contractor, Carescape, did 
the chipping work. 
Manzanita Village- Mary Ann reminded the group to email pictures of any work completed to 
her. She will add them to the Facebook page and PAWUIC website.  
Ponderosa Park- Had their dumpster day on 3/5, with a creek clean-up scheduled for 5/51. 
Yavapai county workers will be assisting with the clean-up.  
Quail Hollow- Representatives from the community attended the wildland firewise summit. 
Excellent presentations and lots of great information.  
Rancho Vista Hills- Because the homeowners do much of their own clearing, the committee 
hired Mile High Tree Service to assist with chipping and hauling away of debris. Also had great 
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response to the one page flyer they sent out recently explaining the grant process and its 
benefits.  

1. Old Business 
Grant Updates- 
WFHF 15-208, still 18 months remaining on this grant. Have received reimbursement and there 
are two more submissions pending.  
WFHF 14-206, this grant ends 10/31/16. Another submission for reimbursement was sent out 
recently. It will be another 90-120 days before we hear anything. Prep work is being done for 
the next submission. Please contact Shirley or Lois ASAP if you feel you will be unable to use all 
your allotted acres or monies, as there is a process to transfer to another community.  
Shirley worked with Dewey/Humboldt community to join the grant. Thanks to those who helped 
with the project at Ponderosa Park. Title III monies can also be used on acres adjacent to federal 
lands. 
 

2. New Business 
Statutory Agent for Registration with State 
The commission voted to appoint Bob Betts as statutory agent for purposes required by the AZ 
Corporation Commission for accepting process services for the corporation.  
Chipping Services- Discussion 
Several concerns have been voiced recently over the reduced availability of chipping services  by 
Prescott Fire Department. Many communities rely heavily on this highly valued service and fear 
that not having it available would deter homeowners from doing mitigation work. The County is 
researching options to obtain an additional chipper for use, but a lot goes into the process. Chief 
Light understands the needs of the community and encouraged homeowners to communicate 
their concerns to their elected officials. He realizes that the service is a community priority, and 
will continue to complete as much work as possible with the current workforce and partnering 
with other agencies. Index cards were available for members to write their concerns and ideas 
for solutions.   
Committee Reports/Task Force 
Wildfire Expo 2016 
Lois reminded members to sign up to volunteer. Afternoon shifts are needed the most.  
Watershed Management- Ben De Blois/Jim Buchanan 
Nothing to report at this time.  
Assessor Training and Continuing Education- Marsha Collier 
A date for the next class hasn’t been set, but won’t be until the fall.  
Guest Speaker- Jeff Phillips, Hidden Valley Firewise Chairman 
Presentation postponed to the June meeting.  
Announcements  
At the April 6th meeting of the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors, the Board adopted the 
Yavapai County Unified Emergency Management Advisory Committee Resolution, as well as the 
appointment of committee members. Bob Betts was appointed to the committee. The purpose 
of the Committee is to establish an advisory committee for Emergency Management which 
represents Yavapai County’s diverse communities under the “Whole Community” concept for 
preparedness as established by Presidential Preparedness Directive 8.  The committee in its 
representation will fulfill requirements under the Yavapai County Intergovernmental Agreement 
for Unified Emergency Management. (Specific information obtained here.  
http://www.yavapai.us/district4 )  

 

http://www.yavapai.us/district4


 

 

Adjournment at 9:11 a.m.  
Note: Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 8:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


