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Prescott Area Wildland/Urban Interface Commission  

Minutes 
April 6, 2017 

 

Participants: Bob Betts, Denny Foulk, Deborah Pfingston, Ben DeBlois, Fritz Mueller, Julia Bernal, Justin 

Haynes, Will McKinley, Ken Murray, Ron Chilston, Craig Brown, Chuck Silveira, Cindy Miner, Darrell Anderson, 

David Bowden, Marty Zytkowski, Matt Rowntree, Russell, LaFayette, Paul Mazade, Marty Borgelt, Mary Ann 

Clark, Mary Havercamp, Earl Carpenter, Billie Orr, Al West, Ben Roe, Aaron Hulburd, Roger Swenson, Jerry 

Borgelt, Paul, Scrivens, Bill Brye, George Sheats, Ken Karkula, Sarah Tomsky, Ric Nargi, Thomas Yssel, Ginny 

Shugars, Jerry Shugars, Steven Brown, Dennis Light, Linda Lambert, Loren Bykerk, Jeff Schalau, John Alden, 

Betty Higgins, John Beddow, Marques Munis, Steve Lombardo, Matt Neal, Weston Overson, Marsha Collier, 

Michael Reveile, Andie Smith, Isiah Keeme, Rick Chase, Nathan Green, Taylor-Gebler, Sue Tone, Jeff Phillips, 

Marty Trembly, Don Devendorf, Leigh Cosby, Mike Orr, Meghan Taylor-Gebler, Dan Matthews, Jen Rhodes, Ken 

Rhodes, Christie Hamman, Shirley Howell, Doug Harwood, Lois Hoskinson, Darrell Willis 

 
 
1. Call to Order/Introductions 
 Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members and guests were made. 
 
2. Chairman's Remarks 

-Yesterday at the County Board of Supervisor's meeting, Teresa Chase was honored for her years  of 
service as supervisor for the Prescott National Forest and was wished well on her retirement. 
-Also yesterday the BOS received an update from both Chief Ben Palm, Yarnell Fire Department and 
myself on our activities.  Here are the highlights: out of 50 states Arizona received 2 of the 14 national 
awards for Wildfire Mitigation; NFPA released the 2016 update to their infographic showing of the 7 
states with Firewise sites that have continuously maintained their recognition status Arizona had one 
which of course is Timber Ridge who we recognized last month.  Please notice that NFPA has changed 
the program to Firewise USA removing community to eliminate confusion with Fire-Adapted 
Community Network; numbers to take to heart are 76.7K wildfires destroyed 5.5M acres in 2016 at a 
cost of $1.9B in suppression costs; how are we doing? PAWUIC owns 35 of the 74 Firewise sites in AZ, 
Yavapai is #4 among US Counties with 20 or more Firewise sites; Prescott is #3 in US Cities with more 
than 9 Firewise sites and AZ is #2 in the nation in growth of its Firewise sites in Q1 2017; 
Congratulations to Highland Pines, Manzanita Village and Prescott Fire Department for receiving $500 
grants from State Farm for their Wildfire Preparedness day activities.  Finally mark your calendars for 
May 3 the BOS will be declaring May as Wildfire Preparedness Month and your attendance at the 
presentation would be appreciated.  The more is the merrier! 
-Fundraising: Fry’s quarterly contribution is up at $71.33, Amazon Smile on my account alone since 
listing PAWUIC as my charitable organization to Amazon Smile has donated .5% of my purchases 
generated a total contribution of $30.02  Just by signing up, no skin off my nose or pennies from my 
pockets...Just today 
-Every community having received grants from PAWUIC since 2013 got my note showing aggregate 
grant funding to each and the respective cash contributions made to PAWUIC in 2016.  Your serious 
consideration of this matter is expected and your actions will be appreciated in helping to fuel the 
operating engine that runs this organization. 



-Under the category of solutions: one community reported a problem with pack rats.  Jeff Schalau was 
quick to report there is help at 
https://cals.arizona.edu/yavapai/anr/hort/byg/archive/woodrat2017.html and there is a device called 
“Rid-a-Rat” for under car hoods to fend off these pesky rodents. 
-2nd Annual WUI and Firewise Summit hosted by the AZ Dept. of Forestry and Fire Management looks to 
have had attendance over two days close to 200 attendees.  At least two dozen were from our 
membership.  Director, Jeff Whitney's opening remarks underscored that nearly half of all Arizonans live 
under a fairly constant threat of unwanted wildfire.  Shirley Howell spoke of the uncanny allure of living 
in next to the forest and therefore in harms way in the WUI.  Last year it was predicted nationwide that 
wildfire season was now 78 days longer than it was ten years ago and Whitney reported that in Arizona 
is starts 30-40 days sooner and lasts 20-30 later.  Shirley and Denny Foulk provided attendees with an 
overview of PAWUIC's 26 years of success in playing pied piper in creating recognized firewise sites.  
Cathy Prudhomme from NFPA announced that the Firewise Communities/U.S.A. Program was being 
renamed to Firewise USA to avoid any confusion with the concept of the Fire-Adapted Community, a 
community resiliency structure that includes Firewise along with other components like Ready Set Go, 
Healthy forest, etc. 
-The University of Boulder released a report that wildfires start from three main causes: men, women 
and children.  U.S. statistics previously have on average given human cause and lightning equal 
weighting in causality.  However, new research has determined that 84% of of wildfires between 1992 
and 2002 were started by human beings.  Bottom line is “We can't easily control how dry fuels get, or 
lightning, but we do have some control over human started ignitions.”  Spread the word not the sparks! 
-And the final word: Michele Steinberg posted to her NFPA blog that 2017 is the year that wildfires, 
according to insurance publications, have made it to the list of of things business owners need to worry 
about.  For business owners, a major, destructive wildfire threatens more than just building – the 
domino effect of evacuations, home destruction, closed roads and more can hamper the ability for 
employees to get to work and for customers to business as usual.  This was brought to light vividly with 
the wildfire that raged through Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  Stop for a moment and consider the effect of a 
catastrophic wildfire in or around Prescott where up to two thirds of our revenue is generated from 
tourists. 
 

3. Approval of 3/2016 Minutes  
Motion for approval – Supervisor Brown, Seconded – Ken Murray 

 
4. Financial Report 

The Financial Statements were not produced in writing and will be presented at the next meeting. 
 
5. Agency & Community Activity Reports 

Bureau of Land Management- Expecting a higher than normal wildfire activity in the desert.  Finishing 
up mitigation work around Yarnell.  Plans to begin projects near Dewey-Humboldt and Mayer. 
Central Arizona Fire and Medical Authority- 5 property assessments last month.  Heed the increasing 
winds that are drying out the grasses. 
Prescott Fire Department- Fuels team will be picking up abatement work for Groom Creek under a 
grant previously awarded to Groom Creek Fire District.  Just finishing a large project at Goldwater Lake. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service- Munis reported that they are wrapping up the first application 
cycle of the year having twice as many applications as last year.  Awarding successful application in 2-3 
weeks.  Of the applications there are about 200 acres of forest stewardship and wildfire mitigation in 
the Prescott basin.  Further out in the county they are working on pronghorn habitats and grassland 
restoration projects. 
Yavapai County Emergency Management- Foulk announced that free slash disposal is available at 
county transfer stations from April 1 to June 1.  Basin operations, the joint PFD, CAFMA, US Forest 

https://cals.arizona.edu/yavapai/anr/hort/byg/archive/woodrat2017.html#_blank


Service joint exercise will be April 13-14.  The Emergency Operations Center within the county's Public 
Service Complex will be active throughout the operations.  YCSO is working evacuation plans with the 
camps near the basin operations.  This is part of Emergency Management's annual trip to the 28 camps 
across the county.  That translate into 30-40,000 youth campers at any given time during the summer 
months.  Foulk has asked the camps to become involved with PAWUIC as they have their own needs for 
hazardous fuels mitigation and education about defensible space. 
Prescott National Forest- There will be continuing logging traffic along Walker Road as that forest health 
thinning project known as the Amulet timber sales progresses.  April 20 will be the semi-annual 
meeting of the agencies involved in wildfire mitigation efforts.  This is where we all share details of our 
proposed mitigation activities and make any appropriate adjustments to timing and/or locations in 
order to achieve the best results from our partners. 
PNF Fire Service- Everyone has started this week. Seasonal workforce started.  After the basin ops drill 
they will be fully operational. 
University of Arizona County Extension Office- Kent Apostal covering Gila County will be replaced soon.  
Yavapai Hills called about annual cheat grass management with pre-emergent herbicide.  Schalau 
believes the pre-emergent chemicals locks you into a six month cycle of treatments which can open up 
the common area to other invasive species. He does not recommend this method of treatment.  Best 
approach is to try to replace the annual species with perennials, like tall fescue or orchard grass. 
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors- Free slash program that is up and running means that it cannot 
be bagged.  They mulch that they create from the slash is available for free to county residents to pick 
up and use on their properties.  Brown has started another mitigation project on the north side of 
Pinyon Oaks from Willow Creek along the Pioneer Parkway to Commerce Drive. 
Jerome Fire Department- Asst. Chief Chilston reports that last month citizens brought 34 loads of slash 
to the burn pit. That totaled 68 hours of volunteer time plus 16 loads in 30 hours for the adult 
probation crews. 
Firewise Sites 
Yavapai Hills- Has 91 sign-ups for its chipper days this week, a new record.  Starting to re-treat areas 
previously mitigated. 
The Foothills- Firewise Day to be held this weekend. 
Manzanita Village- May 6 is Firewise Day.  They are recipients of the State Farm $500 Wildfire 
Preparedness Award along with Timber Ridge and the Prescott Fire Department. 

 
6. Task Force - The Chair has the responsibility to establish a task force whenever an issue requires 
 deeper examination or action.  In this case it is the Public Safety Pension debt due under law.  Today 
 council persons Billie Orr and Steve Sischka who are both no strangers to PAWUIC and its works, have 
 come to explain the proposal to reduce this pension debt and to recruit your help in disseminating the 
 message to voters in preparation for the August vote. The ballot proposition is #443 for ¾ of cent 
 increase in the sales tax for a maximum of 10 years or until the remaining debt is equal  to or less than 
 1.5 million dollars.  Even with this temporary increase, Prescott will continue to have an aggregate sales 
 tax rate lower than the other quad cities.  We are asking Firewise sites within the City of Prescott 
 to invite the Stand for Prescott PAC to present at your Firewise Day this year. 
 
7. Old Business- Grant updates were tabled due to time overrun. 
 
8. New Business- Raffles were held.  Wildwood was selected as the Firewise site to assist in room  set up 
 for May.  Hoskinson gave an update on the planning for the 2017 Wildfire Expo to be held April 22 on 
 Cortez Street.  We will partner as always with Open Air Alliance. 
 
9. Guest Speaker- Deborah Pfingston is the mother of fallen firefighter Andrew Ashcraft and one of the 

founding members of Wildland Firefighters Guardian Institute.  Mission: Wildland Firefighter safety is of 



the utmost importance to our organization. We will champion firefighter safety through independent 
investigations, education, and real life support for firefighters, families, and the fire community. Truth-
Transparency-Accountability- Change, the future for wildland firefighter safety is now.  On June 30, 
2013 – Nineteen Wildland Firefighters from the Granite Mountain Hotshot Crew, Prescott, Arizona died 
when they were entrapped in a canyon at Yarnell, Arizona in the Yarnell Hill Fire. From this great loss of 
life three women, Juliann Ashcraft, Deborah Pfingston, and Roxanne Warneke worked together to form 
the Wildland Firefighter Guardian Institute. Juliann lost her husband, Andrew Ashcraft, Deborah 
Pfingston lost her son, Andrew Ashcraft, and Roxanne Warneke lost her husband, William “Billy” 
Warneke in this tragedy. Through their grief the three women dedicated themselves to learning about 
Wildland Firefighting, delved into discovering what truly happened to the Granite Mountain Hotshots 
that led to their deaths, and committed themselves to protecting the safety of Wildland Firefighters so 
that another preventable tragedy like the Yarnell Hill Fire does not occur again.  

 
10. Adjournment 9:15 a.m. 

 
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday May 4th, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. 
 

  
 

http://wfgi.org/about-us/juliann-ashcraft-founding-member/
http://wfgi.org/about-us/meet-the-founders/
http://wfgi.org/about-us/roxanne-warneke-founding-member/

