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 Forest Health Alert   
September 2016 

Bark Beetle Activity Detected in the Prescott Basin 

                                               
 
In spite of the fact that over 10’’ of moisture had been reported in the Prescott Basin this summer, bark 
beetle activity was still detected in a couple of areas. The Copper Basin road area had two sites with 
bark beetle activity, and a single large tree was noted off Skyline Drive in Highland Pines. 
 
Due to the intense downpour that occurred during the visit to Highland Pines, the cause of the mortality 
to the single, large ponderosa pine was not confirmed. The storm dropped an estimated 1-2” of rain. 
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The second site detected in the Copper Basin road area was just east of Timberidge. It was the classic 
pocket of small ponderosa pines. About five trees were heavily infested with bark beetles on a private 
parcel of land.  

 

                                                   
 

 
None of these bark beetle detections in the Prescott Basin are considered a major forest health concern. 
However, both of the large dying ponderosa pines near the powerlines were reported to APS. The 
potential for structural failure of large pines is always a concern, when they are located next to or under 
powerlines.  APS has been very responsive in the past about removing these  potentially hazardous 
trees.  
 
The following publication is a good reference for understanding  the principal group of  bark beetles 
infesting the pines: http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5299326.pdf. 
 
 
For further information about these detections in the Prescott Basin, please contact: Bob Celaya, Forest 
Health Specialist, Office of the State Forester at (602) 771-1415 bobcelaya@forestryandfire.az.gov 
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