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PAWUIC Minutes February 2019
Prescott Area 
Wildland Urban Interface Commission 
Minutes
February 7, 2019
Participants: Lois Hoskinson, Christie Hamman, Doug Taylor-Gebler, Meghan Taylor-Gebler, Michael Orr, Loren Bykerk, Tom DiCamillo, Belinda Taylor, Joe Pendergast, Barb Ross, Jan Walls, Jim Zimmerman, Rick Mosher, Michael B. Fifer, Richard Edgecomb, Larry Stone, Al West, Victoria Wendt, Craig Brown, C Silveira , Wm Hartley, Gary Wellborn, Bob Betts, Bill Brye, Lyle Burns, Marty Trembly, Jerry Borgelt, Rick Chase, Bill Fields, Steve Canter, Ginny Shugars, Richard Hall, Don Devendorf, Jake Guadiana, Mike Laing, Dennis Shaw, Ted Ferris, Dawn Salcito, Hugh Vallely , Nathan Greer, Richard Briskin, Ben Roe, Larry Gray, Ken Karkula, Marla Meier, Todd Lanese, Russ Lafayette, Eli Jensen, Katie Potter, Jim Campbell, Todd Miranda, Patrice Russell, Steve Engler, Thomas Yssel, George Sheets, Bill Wolff, Marty Zythowski, Dennis Light, Mary Ann Clark, Matt Neal, Derrick Piper, Aaron Stafford, Peter Colenn, Sarah Tomsky, Jim Buchannan, Cory Carlson, Leigh Cosby, J. Mark Tillotson, Ron Norfleet, Barbara Lucas, Shirley Howell, Steve Lombardo, Andie Smith
Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles
1. Call to Order/Introductions
Meeting was called to order and introductions of new members were made. 

2. Chairman's Remarks- Michael Orr
· The January 29, 2019 drought monitor slide was reviewed. Despite encouraging precipitation associated with the El Nino weather conditions, significant drought still persist in multiple areas throughout the southwest. 
· Aerial photos of California are shown on two slides. The first has a caption of CA today: 100 million dead trees prompt fears of giant wildfires. The second slide has the caption, “Do something or you’re going to burn.” An associated article discusses the fact that there is no scientific model to predict the ferocity of upcoming fires that might be associated with the horrendous conditions present in California. 
· An article on the fire adaptive community network presents a more hopeful outlook with the title being “Why the Ferguson fire didn’t destroy Yosemite west: 15 years of wildfire mitigation generated California wildfire success.” This is an excellent article worthy of review. 
· The next slide is entitled, “PG&E is paying for its role in the Camp Fire.” This massive company has indeed filed for bankruptcy and there will undoubtedly be an unbelievable amount of litigation before issues surrounding this tragic fire are resolved. They are looking at years of hardship throughout all the areas affected by the massive CA fires.
· Vicki Christiansen is now the head of the US Forest Service. She was the Arizona State Forester at the time of the Schultz fire in 2010. In a recent article, she discussed the huge financial impact the fire and subsequent flooding had on the city of Flagstaff. She also states that in 2018 there were 120,000 fires in America which burned 18,000,000 acres. 
· The Project Andrew video presentation with the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors went very well. Many thanks to Craig Brown for his 6 years of service to PAWUIC.
· Tim Wiederaenders is the Senior Editor of the Daily Courier and the Prescott News Network. His bio states that he has been a Prescott resident since 1996. His educational background includes a Bachelor’s degree from Colorado State University and a Master’s degree from Northern Arizona University. The Prescott Daily courier has for many years been a very strong supporter of PAWUIC. Sue Tone has regularly attended our meetings and has written many fine articles about PAWUIC/Yavapai Firewise. Last fall I had the opportunity to speak to Tim by phone on a couple of occasions. He has his own personal experience with fire and I asked him to be our speaker today and discuss frankly any topics that might be on his mind at this time. 

3. Guest Speaker-Prescott Daily Courier Senior News Editor- Tim Wiederaenders
The Courier has made a significant investment to reporting news of wildfire and the importance of being firewise by sending two of its staff to the Wildfire Academy last year. Fire coverage and proactive reporting is essential to educating the public. Tim shared a photo of the Doce fire from his personal property. The photo depicted how close it was to his property and how crucial having defensible space was to protecting his home. Fire danger is real and the threat never goes away. With new people joining our community, it is vital to continue to educate the public. This also helps to get the public engaged in being firewise. Firewise communities and PAWUIC are an invaluable resource and the Prescott Daily Courier will continue to support the work they do. 

4. Approval of Minutes
Minutes were approved. 

5. Financial Report- Treasurer’s Report
November 1, 2018 Beginning Bank Balance		$	 36,348.84
Total Deposits						$	   8,359.82
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits				$             44,708.66
Debits/Expenses					$	 12,604.52
Ending Bank Balance					$	 32,104.52
Pending Expense Balance				$	   1,700.00
November 30, 2018 Checkbook Balance			$	 30,404.09
Title III Monies 2016					$	   -
AZ Community Foundation Grant			$	   -
Actual Operational Monies				$	30,404.09

December 1, 2018 Beginning Bank Balance		$	 32,104.14
Total Deposits						$	 51,206.91
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits				$             83,321.05
Debits/Expenses					$	   3,505.96
Ending Bank Balance					$	 79,815.09
Pending Expense Balance				$	   9,377.84
December 31, 2018 Checkbook Balance			$	 70,437.25
Title III Monies 2016					$	   3,500.00
AZ Community Foundation Grant			$	   -
Actual Operational Monies				$	66,937.25




6. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues
AZ Department of Forestry and Fire Management- Fire happens any time during the year. First responders will continue to work regardless of payment. This was proven by the response to a recent fire during the partial government shutdown. A 900 acre mastication project in Mayer begins in 4-6 weeks. Firewise assessor trainings are scheduled in Payson and Tucson. Currently no local classes scheduled. 
AZ DOC Mitigation Crew- Crews are pretty booked up. Have made verbal commitments to four communities, but unsure when work will begin.   
Office of Emergency Management/AZ Wildfire and Incident Management Academy- YCWPP work continues. The Academy begins on 3/10. Enrollment is high and the Forest Service is engaged despite the partial government shutdown. Received 87,000 grant toward training. 
Central AZ Fire and Medical Authority- Completed 4 firewise assessments in January. The 90/10 chipping grant ends 2/27 and there are still funds available. Hoping to receive an extension so work can continue. Andie participated in a firewise workshop in Dewey/Humboldt and Stoneridge is beginning the process to become a firewise community. 
City of Prescott FD- Finished lower Goldwater project and projects in Granite Creek Park and Strickland Park. Chipping is ongoing. 
Prescott National Forest- Timber, Aspen Creek restoration project is a hand thinning contract on Copper Basin Rd. funded by the National Forest Foundation and U-Haul. Arrow Fire has been making progress and is about 60% complete. This project is 152 acres. The Lynx Creek watershed improvement project started yesterday. This is a 509 acre project on the east side of Walker Rd. from South Shore to the community of Walker. Schoolhouse stewardship project is a mechanical thinning project with 200 acres completed. Last weekend about 320 acres of piles were burned on the east side of Walker Rd. Now would be a good time to get a fuelwood dead and down permit. 
Fuels, contractors continued to work during the partial government shutdown. 500 acres were completed with about 317 acres of pile burning. Will be burning piles in Crown King in the coming weekend. Fire hire continued throughout the shutdown and firefighter training has begun. 
Hassayampa Landscape Scale Analysis- Currently working with USFWS in consultation regarding sensitive species in the area of analysis. This project is one of the top two priorities for the PNF. The partial government shutdown has affected the initial timeline, but specialists are moving forward with work that can be done. Archaeological surveys are moving forward. Once a decision is signed and barring any additional delays, work should start in the fall of 2019. Many thanks to the community for assistance during the shutdown.   
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors- Continuing to provide 19,000 in scholarships for the Wildfire Academy. Will be launching a firewise campaign in the County stressing the importance of creating defensible space. Meeting with partnering agencies regarding fire restriction messaging.  

7. Old Business-
Grant Updates 
WFHF 16-204, closed. Did not use just over 10,000. 
WFHF-17-201, expires 11/31/19.
SFA 17-101, expires 01/31/20.
WFHF-18-201, expires 10/31/20.
Title III grant open and operating.

8. New Business- 
The 2019 AZ WUI and Firewise Summit was canceled by the new state forester. 
2019 Firewise Expo is scheduled for Saturday April 20. Volunteers are needed. Lois will be sending emails requesting assistance and volunteer sign-up sheets were passed. 
50/50 Raffle- Jim Zimmerman won and donated the money back to PAWUIC.

9. Announcements/Adjournment
Dr. Orr is working with PNF Fire Staff, Pete Gordon for April’s meeting to be a tour of the fire cache and fire center. More details to come. 
Dr. Orr announced that he was stepping down as Chairman, effective today. 
A member of the commission nominated Bob Betts to step back in as Chairman. He will consider.

Adjourned: 9:11 a.m. Next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 7th at 8:00 a.m.






