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PAWUIC Minutes October 2019
Prescott Area 
Wildland Urban Interface Commission 
Minutes
October 3, 2019
Participants: KC Yowell, Lois Hoskinson, Bob Betts, Mikayla Baker, Tom DiCamillo, Loren Bykerk, Mike Aronts, Eric Thaler, Joe Pendergast, Mike Oronhliam, Elliot, Shulman, Dennis Shaw, Jim Zimmerman, Marianne Emanuele, Miles Graybill, Shirley Howell, Michael Donovan, Paul Mazade, Terry Fyka, Scott Gray, Steve Canter, Rich Hall, CJ Silveira, Bill Wolff, Thomas Yssel, Charina Dimaano, Debbie Miller, Bret Lucas, Ron Sauntman, Ernesto Manzanedo, Brian Baertlein, Cindi Miner, Marques Munis, Hugh Vallely, Jim Poore, Steve Engler, Marla Meier, David Humphrey, Ben Roe, James Robbins, Mary Mallory, Ian Haney, Marty Trembly, Douglas Taylor-Gebler, George Sheats, Barb Ross, Mary Ann Clark, Dawn Salcito, Henry Dahlberg, Julius Koenigsknecht Rick Martin, Eleanor Sisson, Dennis B. Light, Donna Forster, Don Shafer, Al West, Ron Miller, Russ Lafayette, Katie Speranske, Marty Zytkowski, Toni L. Yowell, Don Devendorf, Jeanne Seely, Augie Giliberto, Joan Giliberto, Meghan Taylor-Gebler, Jeff Schalau
Recorder: Seleatha Mendibles
1. Call to Order/Introductions
Meeting was called to order. 

2. Chairman's Remarks- Bob Betts
I want to recognize the firefighting efforts led by our Prescott National Forest crews and Hotshot Crew in quickly containing the Cellar and Johnson fires that threatened our communities.  Both events occurred in some extremely rugged terrain making the establishment of the containment lines difficult at best.  But with a little help from their fellow type I and type II crews and air support, they got the job done.  Thank you so very much.

While the Johnson fire was taking off it was necessary to cancel the quarterly joint fuels mitigation meeting last month I would like to share what PAWUIC will present at the rescheduled meeting.
The legend for the slides should be familiar to you from the Firewise USA® active map.  The little yellow/green leaves are recognized Firewise sites.  The numbers in red represent the number of acres granted to those sites on each of the WFHF grants.  Lois has not audited the numbers that I have posted to the map, so if anything is not correct, blame me. Please note at the top of the slide that total acres on WFHF were 140.1. On the WFHF 2018, PAWUIC had 129.5 acres with the highest concentrations in Dewey/Humboldt, Walker, The Ranch, Jerome and for CAFMA across their district. Additionally, under the SFA grant these communities received funding for the requisite acreage shown.  The point we try to make in these quarterly meetings is that PAWUIC is doing work on its side of the fence in areas of highest wildfire risk and that complements work being done by Prescott National Forest, Bureau of Land Management, NRCS and others. This next map shows the requests for acreage on the WFHF grant for 2019 which we typically will be notified about this month or next.  But if you’ve been watching, nothing is typical any longer. Additionally, the county distributed $219,000 to Firewise Sites and fire districts from the Secure Rural Schools Act Title III.  Going on the average of $1,000 to $1,500/acre for mitigation efforts this grant covered another 130-200 acres. However, there are some trends and threats that these numbers reveal.  First, state directed WFHF grants are trending downward in mitigation acres granted.  One fact is that federal grants have always been a one-time only grant. Subsequent mitigation maintenance efforts should be the responsibility of the landowner. When I moved to Hidden Valley, Everett Warnock was just finishing up on his last WFHF grant that helped to clear the common areas and in particular, the Water Tank Hill with the use of goats. That hill was later renamed Everett Warnock Hill months before his death. When I moved in, other than Title III funds, there were no association assessment funds supporting the Firewise efforts. Today, more than $8,000 is annually budgeted to reduce hazardous fuels. We stepped up to our responsibility. Unless PAWUIC finds more new sites to become Firewise we will not receive increased funding. Threats, while only rumor at this time include an increased focus on using WFHF funds on public lands rather than private lands. Second, at least for now there will be no further use of Dept. of Corrections crews on private lands beyond existing signed contracts. SRS Title III funds are never guaranteed and barely squeaked through in the last farm bill appropriation in Congress. The last slide on this subject dovetails with what you have heard from our treasurer in June and August that 2018 expenses were up and community donations were down. The map of the sites aggregated for the total amount of WFHF 2017-2019 acreage granted in red and the amount communities donated to PAWUIC in green. A red asterisk indicates that the community is offering in-kind services in lieu of or in addition to cash. Year to date donations are half of what they were in 2017 and about a thousand shy of calendar year 2018.

Have you ever wondered where all that carbon goes that trees and plants take out of our atmosphere in exchange for oxygen?  If you’re thinking into the wood, you would be correct.  The Rocky Mountain Research Station of the Forest Service is exploring ways to use non-merchantable and low value wood waste. Incompletely burned wood, or biochar, is produced when burning chunks of wood are covered by ash, soil or an insulating layer of coals, starving them of oxygen. Kathleen Draper, Director of Carbon Intelligence writes “A commonly posed question is “What is the difference between charcoal and biochar?” Many use the words interchangeably. Generally speaking, charcoal is used for energy production, whereas biochar is a term used to refer to high-carbon, charred materials that are not subsequently burned but are added to soils or other long-lived products with a goal of preventing the carbon from returning to the atmosphere. Recently, biochar was highlighted as one of only six negative emissions technologies recognized by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change as providing significant opportunity for mitigating climate change. Charcoal is most often made from wood or woody byproducts, while biochar can be made from a much broader range of organic materials including crop residues, food waste, digestate, manures, seaweed, invasive species, and, of course, wood.
When added to soil, biochar increases soil carbon and can restore the soil’s pH balance. Soil with a high carbon content is teeming with life and rich in nutrients, requires less fertilizer and produces healthier food. Carbon-rich soil also absorbs and retains water more efficiently, which helps farmers reduce the effects of floods and drought. The USDA Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station and Air Burners, Inc. teamed up to optimize biochar production for the marketplace. The company has partnered with the Forest Service through a cooperative agreement to help find a solution to this market problem. The company’s commercial fireboxes, used for processing wood and vegetative waste, are being modified to produce high-quality biochar. Testing has begun on a forest-to-farm concept in Oregon.  Stay tuned.

Here’s a note from Jim Zimmerman to his Pinon Oaks Folks dated I believe the first week of September.  It reads…
Our Pinon Oaks FIREWISE renewal application has been approved! 
I want to thank everyone for their terrific support at the POF Annual Meeting, (where we were able to gather the metrics of hours worked and funds spent to maintain folk's home defensible space) necessary to qualify for this renewal package.  According to those metrics we gathered at the Annual Meeting and from other sources, this year our neighborhood completed almost twice as many hours and spent almost three times as much as our first year (2018).  This first year improvement rate will probably not be sustainable, but it does show a great trend for making our neighborhood safer from wildfires. Other factors were our website info (good job, Ray), our support to the PAWUIC (thanks to those who attend those monthly meetings), and the support to the Prescott FIREWISE activities (Home and Garden Show, FIREWISE Day, etc).

Press release out of Tucson – The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Gila District announced today that the Aravaipa (pronounced Air-ah-vi-puh) Veterans Fire Crew has achieved certification as an Interagency Hotshot Crew (IHC). Of the 13 BLM IHCs nationwide, the Aravaipa Veterans Interagency Hotshot Crew is the only BLM-funded hotshot crew in Arizona, and only one of two BLM IHCs in the nation focused on recruiting and developing veterans.
“We’re proud of the Aravaipa Crew’s accomplishments and the continued efforts to develop a workforce of Veterans,” said Gila District Manager Scott Feldhausen. “This hard working and highly skilled crew is now a part of the elite fire resources available to fight fires not only in Arizona, but nationally and abroad.”

Today we have a new face in the crowd from the Daily Courier.  Sue Tone is retiring and Max Efrein will be taking on her responsibilities for covering police and fire. I think many of the agencies already know Max, but please extend a proper welcome to our organization.  And thank you for the great article a couple of weeks ago in the Saturday edition.

Lastly before moving forward, would those of you who haven’t done it in a while say hello and thank you to Seleatha Mendibles; who courtesy of the PNF has been our recording secretary since I arrived the first time. Thank you for all you do for this organization.

3. Approval of Minutes
Minutes were approved. 

4. Financial Report- Treasurer’s Report
June 29, 2019	 Beginning Bank Balance		$	 36,521.28
Total Deposits						$	 17,724.11
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits				$             54,245.39
Debits/Expenses					$	   8,553.33
Ending Bank Balance					$	 45,692.06
Pending Expense Balance				$	   4,786.00
July 31, 2019 Checkbook Balance			$	 40,906.06
Title III FF1819						$	   3,500.00
Unisource Donation (Remaining Funds)			$	      552.51
NRCS Payment for DOC invoices				$	   3,342.29
Actual Operational Monies				$	33,511.26




July 31, 2019	 Beginning Bank Balance		$	 45,692.06
Total Deposits						$	 31,675.94
Subtotal plus Credits/Deposits				$             77,368.00
Debits/Expenses					$	 22,836.12
Ending Bank Balance					$	 54,531.88
Pending Expense Balance				$	       124.00
August 30, 2019 Checkbook Balance			$	 54,407.88
Title III FF1819						$	   2,150.00
Unisource Donation (Remaining Funds)			$	      552.51
NRCS Payment for DOC invoices				$	   3,342.29
Actual Operational Monies				$	48,363.08

Grant Status: Funds are still available and grants are moving along nicely. WFHF19 was approved, but haven’t received the funds yet.  WFHF17-201 was extended to March 31, 2020 and acres have been redistributed. They will go away after the extension. WFHF18 expires on 10/31/2020. For the next round of grants, starting in March 2020, communities will need to provide wildfire/firewise plans and a plan of acres they are expecting to work on.

5. Agency and Community Activity Reports/Issues
AZ Dept. of Forestry and Fire Management- Completed JKL blocks in Mayer, which was 9000 acres. Block I is 500 acres and will take 6-8 weeks to complete. 
AZ State Land Department- Jake Guadiana is on a detail as the state safety officer. James Robbins will be the primary point of contact for now. Working on scheduling the assessors’ course in the spring. Policy changes have created a lack of efficiency, which makes the DOC crew’s availability less. Unable to schedule weeks ahead, so project work has slowed tremendously. It would be helpful if community members reached out to the new State Forester with letters of support for the use of the DOC crews. Positive letters or comments would help a great deal. 
City of Prescott FD- Completed Oak Knoll/Sweet Acres project and will be in Mountain Club through the winter doing project work. Chipping is scheduled on Fridays. 10/6-12 is fire prevention week and was established in 1922. The theme is Plan and Practice Escape. A community outreach is in progress along with reminders to change out the batteries in smoke detectors. This should be done once a year. 
Jerome FD- Working on removing tree of paradise from the community. It is considered a hazard tree. With 444 people in the community, 188 volunteer hours have been recorded. 651 firewise crew hours, 52 adult probation hours, and 158 loads of brush have also been recorded. 15 acres of a fuel break were also completed. 
Board of Supervisors (Mary Mallory) - Agency involvement during the recent fires was extremely eye opening. Will be sharing this information with other communities. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service- The cultural resources hire has been active for the last year. He has cleared 28 projects and 1296 acres. Nine projects have been with PAWUIC, with 783 acres completed. Applied for a second round grant. 
Emergency Management- Been busy working on the Cellar, Sheridan, and Johnson fires. Working with homeowners related to the recent weather event. Also work on community outreach is ongoing. 
Prescott National Forest- Two hand thinning projects are starting. The Banning Creek Restoration project starts Monday and is 178 acres. It was funded through a grant from the National Forest Foundation. The Wolf Creek Watershed Improvement project is 414 acres. Both are hand thinning projects, using chainsaws to thin out small diameter pine, oak and juniper. The goal is to lower fire risk, reduce the risk of insect outbreaks, and drought caused mortality. Both will create good opportunities to collect dead and down firewood once the contract is complete. The Hassayampa EA decision notice is around the corner with a public notice being published later this month. The closure order in the Sheridan burn area has been lifted. There are two upcoming prescribed burn projects upcoming. One is 660 acres, the other is 640 acres. Piles will also be burned, weather permitting. 
Canyon Estates- An agreement has been signed with the Prescott-Yavapai Tribe and Yavapai County to create a second emergency access point. 

6. New Business- 
-Work related to changes to the organization structure of PAWUIC has stalled. Hoping to move forward in the coming months. 
-50/50 Raffle- Marla Meier won and donated the money back to PAWUIC.
-NAU Ecological Restoration Institute Study is continuing its study related to the urban wildland interface and how we interact in it.
-Yavapai College is offering a new AA degree program in Wildfire Science. 

Adjourned: 9:01 a.m. Next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 7 at 8:00 a.m.






